
Requirements concerning the sections that must be included in the paper: 

The following are familiar cues that help your reader efficiently scan your information 

for: 

• Why the topic is important (covered in your introduction) 

• What the problem is (also covered in your introduction) 

• What you did to try to solve the problem (covered in your methods section) 

• What you found (covered in your results section) 

• What you think your findings mean (covered in your discussion section) 

Thus an APA research typically includes the following sections. 

• Title page 

• Abstract 

• Introduction 

• Method 

• Results 

• Discussion 

• References 

• Appendices (if necessary) 

• Tables and/or figures (if necessary) 



  



This proposal should be between 1500 and 2500 words in length, and should 
contain at least the following: 

1. Title of proposed research project 

This should allow the reader to place the research, at a glance, within an 
academic sub-field, as well as identifying the main issue to be addressed.  It 
should not be more than 20 words long. 

2. Background 

Outline the linguistic area in which you propose to conduct research.  Why is it 
important and interesting? What is the need for further research in this area? You 
should provide a context for your research.  Do this by referencing and briefly 
reviewing a number of key works in your chosen field, showing how your work is 
built on this prior research. 

3. Research questions 

You should give at least one overarching research question, plus a number of 
more specific sub-questions.  Make sure these questions all emerge from and are 
firmly grounded in the literature you have reviewed.  Ensure that these questions 
- particularly the specific sub-questions - are researchable; that is, they should 
not be too broad or too general.  You should also explain how these research 
questions can be considered original. 

4. Data and data analysis 

All projects will involve the collection of data of some kind.  In some cases, this 
will be based on native-speaker judgements.  Other projects will require 
experimental data, the use of existing or specially-created corpora, longitudinal 
observation, or sociolinguistic interviews - to name but a few data sources.  Will 
you be able to gain access to the data in the quantities required? Are there 
ethical concerns which need to be overcome? You should also be as specific as 
you can at this stage about the kinds of analysis you will perform.  What specific 
techniques will you use? What statistical analyses will you be performing (if any)? 
Mention any software you envisage using. 

5. Fit with Departmental Research Interests 

Before you formulate your proposal, you should look carefully through the 
Department of Language and Linguistic Science web pages to identify staff 
members who might be able to supervise your research.  You may mention the 
person or people by name.  You are also encouraged (though you are not 
obliged) to contact individual staff members to find out if they believe your ideas 
to be viable and if they would in principle be interested in supervising your 
project. 



6. References 

You should provide a list of the works you have referred to in your proposal. Don't 
list other works which may be relevant: this is to assure the reader that you have 
read and understood the literature you have cited. 

 

 

  



Outline for Research Project Proposal 

1. Introduction 

Explain the issue you are examining and why it is significant. 

  Describe the general area to be studied 

  Explain why this area is important to the general area under 

study (e.g., psychology of language, second language acquisition, 

teaching methods) 

2. Background/Review of the Literature 

A description of what has already known about this area and short 

discussion of why the background studies are not sufficient. 

  Summarize what is already known about the field. Include a summary 

of the basic background information on the topic gleaned from your 

literature review (you can include information from the book and class, 

but the bulk should be outside sources) 

  Discuss several critical studies that have already been done in this 

area(cite according to APA style). 

  Point out why these background studies are insufficient. In other 

words, what question(s) do they leave unresolved that you would like to 

study? 

  Choose (at least) one of these questions you might like to pursue 

yourself. (Make sure you do not choose too many questions) 

3. Rationale 

A description of the questions you are examining and an exploration of 

the claims. 

• List the specific question(s) that you are exploring. 

o Explain how these research questions are related to the larger 

issues raised in the introduction. 

o Describe what specific claim, hypothesis, and/or model of 

psycholinguistics you will evaluate with these questions. 

• Explain what it will show about the psychology of language if your 

hypothesis is confirmed. 

• Explain what it will suggest about the psychology of language if 

your hypothesis is disconfirmed. 

 

4. Method and Design 



A description of how you would go about collecting data and test the 

questions your are examining. You are not required to come up with a 

new or original method (though you can try!). Look journal articles to 

determine what methods are standardly used to assess knowledge of 

language in your chosen area and adapt one of these for your needs. 

Method: How would you collect the data and why? 

  Describe the general methodology you choose for your study, in order 

to test your hypothesis(es). 

  Explain why this method is the best for your purposes. 

  Participants: Who would you test and why? 

  Describe the sample you would test and explain why you have chosen 

this sample. Include age, and language background and socio-economic 

information, if relevant to the design. 

  Are there any participants you would exclude? Why, why not? 

Design: What would the stimuli look like and why? 

  Describe what kinds of manipulations/variations you would make or 

test for in order to test your hypothesis(es). 

  Describe the factors you would vary if you were presenting a person 

with stimulus sentences. 

  Explain how varying these factors would allow you to confirm or 

disconfirm your hypotheses. 

  Explain what significant differences you would need to find to 

confirm or disconfirm your hypothesis(es). In particular, how could your 

hypothesis(es) be disconfirmed by your data? 

  Controls: What kinds of factors would you need to control for in your 

study? 

  Describe what types of effects would be likely to occur which would 

make your results appear to confirm, or to disconfirm your 

hypothesis(es). 

  Describe how you can by your design rule out or control for apparent 

effects. 

Procedure 

  How are you going to present the stimuli? 

  What is the participant in the experiment going to do? 

Analysis 

  How will you analyze the results? 



  What kind of results would confirm your hypothesis? 

  What kind of results would disconfirm your hypothesis 

 

5. Significance and Conclusion 

Discuss, in general, how your proposed research would lead to a 

significant improvement over the original studies, and how it would 

benefit the field. (In other words, why should someone care? If you were 

applying for money to do this, why would someone fund you? If you 

wanted to publish your results, why would they be interesting?) 

6. References 

Include all references  in APA style. 



 


